
 Luther changed that motive. The Common 
Chest was established to help the poor because we 
love our neighbor as ourselves. That is a huge 
difference. The old paradigm of giving was to 
benefit us. Luther reminded us all of the command 
to love  and benefit our neighbor.  

 The Common Chests that Luther established 
resided in each church. There were ñwardensò 
appointed who oversaw the distribution of the funds 
collected in these chests.  The wardens were 
instructed to use the money to assist orphans, 
children and women. The collections could be used 
to help with medical care. Funds were also 
intended to pay for the training of people in various 
trades and for the education of girls up to the age 
of 12.  In a time of outrageous interest charges, this 
money was also used to provide low interest loans 
to the artisans in the town.  

 The first Common Chest was established in 
1521 in the church in Wittenberg and soon was 
established in Protestant congregations throughout 
Germany.  

 I love that our spiritual ancestor, Martin 
Luther, cared about the education of girls in a time 
when that was unheard of and that he recognized 
that training people in various trades would help to 
prevent them from becoming poor in the first place 

or from staying poor if 
their livelihood 
circumstances had 
changed. He worked 
to alleviate the 
suffering of the poor, 
yet also thought 
about how poverty 
could be prevented.  

  

(Continued on page 2) 

Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 

 You shall love the Lord, your God with all your 
heart, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength. The second is you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these. Mark 12:30-31 

 Many of you know just how much fun I have 
had in recent years tracing my genealogy and 
connecting with cousins I never even knew I had. 
Learning about my ancestors has been intriguing and 
fulfilling in many ways.  The people Iôve been learning 
about have in many ways ñcome to lifeò for me.  

 This month, as we celebrate the 500th 
Commemoration of the Lutheran Reformation, we are 
focused on our spiritual ancestry.   I hope that as we 
study the Reformation together that Martin Luther 
and his wife, Katie Luther will come to life for you! 

 On Saturday, October 28
th
 from 12 to 2 we will 

be hosting a Reformation Fair in our Fellowship Hall. 
There will be a dinner-theater aspect to this as we 
see some scenes from Lutherôs life portrayed on our 
stage. We will have booths set up with Reformation 
items for sale. Most importantly, there will be 
delicious German food prepared by Barbara Bolhoff 
and her helpers.  A free-will offering will be taken to 
help cover the cost of the food.  We need to know 
how many people are coming so Barbara and her 
team will know how much food to prepare.  

 As Iôve been thinking about all of the many 
reforms that Luther brought about, it is difficult to 
choose a favorite. However, one of my favorites is 
the concept of the Common Chest.  

 Alms giving was always an important part of the 
life of a Christian and it was so in the medieval 
churches of Germany.  What changed under Luther 
was the ñmotiveò behind giving. Historically, alms 
giving had been donated so that the benefactor 
would build up good works for themselves that would 
please God and help them to one day live in heaven.  

T h e  L e g a c y  o f  M a r t i n  L u t h e r 
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BIRTHDAYS  

 2 Ramona Bjorson 

 3 Janet Clark 

 4 Luke Murphy 

 8 Norman Clark 

 9 Elizabeth Roybal 

 14 Andrew Ballard 

 14 Derek Corbin 

 22 Duke Anderson 

 22 Patti Hintze 

 25 Stephen Ballard 

 30 Katie Wagner 

 I am reminded of this concept of the Common 
Chest when you so generously donate items of food 
for our Food Pantry here in the church and when you 
donate funds to the Pastorôs Emergency Fund that 
can be used to help people in our congregation and 
outside of our congregation. Iôd like to thank you all 
for your donations and I wish you each could see 
what a difference it makes in peopleôs lives.  

 I wonder what Martin Luther would think if he 
could time travel and visit Living Faith Lutheran. No 
doubt a female pastor would be a shock to him!  
However, I think he would love the way we seek to 
serve our neighbors through Meals on Wheels, the 
Food Pantry, donations to Lutheran World Relief, 
Lutheran Disaster Relief and the local Manna Food 
Bank.  I imagine that he would be impressed that we 
support scholarships for boys and girls to a Lutheran 
School in Bethlehem. Iôd love to hear from you what 
you think Martin Luther would think of Living Faith?  

Blessings and I hope to see you at 

the Reformation FairðPastor Shaw 

(Continued from page 1 - Luther Legacy) 

...Maybe itôs you!   
Come join the choir and  

find out whatôs missing. 

Wednesdayôs  at 7:30 PM 

in the Fellowship Hall.   

   

 

 

  

   

  I would like to thank everyone 
that provided goodies for our coffee hour on 
Sunday morning. We have a new sign-up sheet 
up for coffee hour for October, November and 
December, please sign up.  

 The first Sunday of the month is Birthday 
Sunday where we will have a birthday cake for 
all members that celebrate a birthday that month 
and sing Happy Birthday. So come and lets 
celebrate your Birthday.  

 On Saturday, October 28 from 12 until 2 
o'clock we will have a Reformation Anniversary 
celebration with a luncheon with German food. I 
hope you all can attend. 

ðBarbara Bolhoff  
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Labyrinth  
The Living Faith 
Lutheran Church 
(LFLC) Labyrinth 
will be available in 

the Fellowship 
Hall on Friday, 
October 6

th 
, 

from 5 to 8 pm.  
Labyrinth walking is an ancient practice used by 
many for spiritual centering, contemplation and 
prayer. Entering the serpentine path of a 
labyrinth, the walker walks slowly while quieting 
their mind and focusing on a spiritual question 
or prayer. 

Blessing of the Animals  

Sunday, October 8th   

at 2pm  

in the back parking lot. 
 

A list of items 
you can donate 
to help shelter 
animals is on 
the bulletin 
board in the 
Narthex. 

LFLC Reformation Fair 
Saturday, October 28th;  12pm to 2pm 

 Living Faith Lutheran Church (LFLC) is having a 

Reformation Fair on Saturday, October 28th, from 12pm to 

2pm.  The event starts promptly at 12pm with a luncheon of 

delicious German food prepared by Barbara Bolhoff and her 

helpers.  At about 12:20 or so while everyone is eating, a 

theatrical performance will begin: various characters of the 

Reformation will be interviewed.  The interviews are entertaining 

as well as educational.  After lunch and the interviews, booths 

will be open for sale of Reformation items: get a temporary tattoo; create a Luther Rose; buy an 

indulgence from Johann Tetzel; or have your picture taken with Martin and/or Katie Luther. 

§ There will be a free-will offering collected to 

help cover the cost of the German food.  All 

proceeds from the booths will go toward the 

2018 Youth Gathering in Houston, TX. 

§ An accurate head-count is essential to 

the amount of German food to be prepared.  

Just fill out the data to the right and place it 

in the Offering Plate on Sundays or contact 

the church office:  301-424-8622 or 

MyLivingFaith@gmail.com with name and 

head-count.   

§ Deadline for count is Sunday, October 

22nd. 

 

NAME:      
 

 ÃYES, I will attend the LFLC 
Reformation Fair on 
Saturday, October 28

th
 at 

12pm. 
 

Total number of people coming 

with me: ___________(include self) 
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Food Pantry and  

Personal Care Items for  

People-in-Need! 

People-in-need that stop by 
LFLC are so very thankful for 
everything they can get from 
our Pantry.  And thanks to 
Liz Roybal for keeping things 
neat and adding more useful items to what is 
available.  Watch for special requests in 
Sundayós Announcement page and keep those 
items coming! 

ORGAN 

REPAIR   
The Living Faith organ 

was originally built in 
1929 for a 
Washington, DC 
Lutheran Church and 
moved to our facility 
in 1987.  It needs to 
get the pipes cleaned; a few pipes need to 
be removed, sent away to be filed down; 
some motors refurbished; switches 
switched out; and whatever else needs to 
be done to bring the organ back to near tip-
top shape (or sound).   This repair will cost 
about $17,000. Most of the expense will 
come from a Music Memorial Fund, but 
there is not enough to cover the entire cost 
and we need to replenish the fund for other 
and future musical needs.  So, if you 
appreciate organ music, please consider 
donating to the Music (Organ Repair) 
Fund!  

Holy Land Christian 

Ecumenical Foundation 

(HCEF) 
 Christians of the Holy Land are in a 
desperate struggle to survive as a 
community. Even though they are directly 
descended from the first Christians 
converted by the Apostles, they are 
isolated from the rest of Christendom. 
They face a hostile environment where 
they cannot support their limited numbers. 
Included in the general trauma suffered by 

the Arab 
population in the 
Holy Land, 
Christians fear 
discrimination, 
loss of jobs, social 
isolation, 
stigmatization of 
their children in 
public schools, 
and a loss of 

community. The Christians of the Holy 
Land need our help! They ask for support 
in giving their children a Christian 
education. Through the Child Sponsorship 
Program, Living Faith Lutheran Church 
(LFLC) has the opportunity to help with 
the education of children in the Holy Land.   

 Through your sponsorship, the 
children are taught the skills to survive, 
excel in life, and to flourish in Christ. 

 It only takes $25 per month or an 
annual gift of $300 to support the primary 
and secondary education of a child. 
Payments can be made monthly, 
quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. 

 In the past, LFLC has supported five 
children.  Please consider making an 
offering to LFLC with a Memo-line = 
HCEF or designated on your Offering 
Envelope .    
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30-

Minute 

Worship!  
Ó Out of town 
on Sunday?   

Ó Kids or grand-kids have an 
important event on Sunday?   

Ó Need a mid-week pick-me-up? 

Here at Living Faith we are offering an 
option for people who cannot come to 
worship on Sunday mornings or need 
an extra umph during a hectic week. 
These services will be held on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of 
the month at 6:26pm and will include 
Holy Communion.  We start at 6:26pm 
in an effort to give folks time to get 
here after work, but still have people 
out by 6:56 in case they have other 
evening events.  We also chose 6:26 
because Bible verse Numbers 6:26 is 
May the LORD look on you with favor 
and give you peace. (NIRV). 

On the 3rd Friday 
of every month at 
11:30am, at the 
Village at Rockville 
Cafeteria meet 
Pastor Shaw for 
lunch.  

Get yourself some 
lunch and meet me in the Luther Room (at 
the back of the Dining Room).  It will give 
us a chance to visit with one another and 
catch up on the news. We can discuss 
whatever you would like to discuss. We can 
do a Bible Study or just visit. Please call me 
if you have any questions.  

ðPastor Shaw 

Martin Luther the Musician 

 Martin Luther was born into a musical family 

and he himself was quite musical, singing in the 

boyôs choir and learning be an accomplished flutist.   

 When he became a monk, his constant 

devotion to the scripture and prayer lead him to 

three main conclusions that started a revolution. 

Ó A doctrine by which it is taught that salvation 

comes by faith alone. 

Ó The Holy Scripture should be translated into the 

language of the people for them to read and 

study. 

Ó Bring music back to the congregation in singing 

of hymns and liturgy. 

 His feelings about music were so strong that 

he wroteò Next to the word of God, the noble art of 

music is the greatest treasure in the world.  It 

controls our hearts, minds and spirits.  A person who 

does not regard music as a marvelous creation of 

God does not deserve to be called a human being.  

He should be permitted to hear nothing but the 

braying of asses and the grunting of hogsò.  I too 

feel strongly about the power of music but this does 

seem to be too severe a punishment for those who 

are not like-minded. 

 Martin Luther wrote both music and texts for 

several hymn and parts of the German Mass.  The 

most popular and widely associated with Luther  is 

ñA Mighty Fortress is Our Godò  This text is carved 

on his tombstone.   

 Over the next year we will be incorporating 

as much of Lutherôs music 

as possible into the hymns 

and anthems.    In the 

month of October we will be 

singing ñLord, Keep Us 

Steadfast in Your Wordò and 

of course ñA Mighty Fortress 

is Our Godò  on Reformation 

Sunday.  Keep your eyes 

and ears open for the music 

of Luther over the next year. 

ðDeborah Richardson 
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Adult Sunday Forum:  Class is held each 
Sunday, at 9:15am in the Schmidt Room.     

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 10:30am in 
the Sanctuary.  Enter the building by the double-
glass doors: front or back.  The service is followed 
by Fellowship/Coffee time.  Supervised child-care 
is available for children up to 5th grade. 

Menôs Breakfast: Breakfast is held the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am at the IHOP on 
Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages are welcome!   

30-Minute Worship:  30-Minute Worship Services 
are held the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each 
month at 6:26pm in the Sanctuary.   

Lunch with the Pastor:  is scheduled for the 3rd 
Friday of each month at 11:30am at the Village 
of Rockville Cafeteria.   

Mary Martha Circle:  This womenôs Bible study 
group, meets 1st Thursday of the month at 
1:30pm in the Conference Room.   

Confirmation Class:  Special Scheduleð
please contact Pastor Shaw. 

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran Women 
(LFLW) Quilters meet the 2nd & 4th Thursdays 
of each month at 9:30am in the Fellowship 
Hall to make patchwork quilts.  Please contact 
Anne-Marie Turner if you have any questions. 

Choir Rehearsal:  Begins on Wednesday, 
September 6th and meets every Wednesday, at 
7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

LFLC Council Meeting:  The next Council 
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October  
15th at  12pm in the Conference Room. 

Yoga Classes:   Focus is on breathing, energy, 
and gentle stretching techniques.   

ß Each Monday at 6pm   

ß Each Thursday at 12pm   

Lector
Communion 

Assistant
Altar Coffee Counters

Oct 1 Charles Woodlee Jen Emerson Fellowship

Oct 8 Pat Lightner Natalie Emerson
Deborah 

Richardson

Sam Boyd and 

tbd

Oct 15 Mike Lidell Tony Lightner
Ed & Nina 

Bartholme

Sally Cornell and 

Ed Bartholme

Oct 22 Steve Corbin Emma Witt

Oct 29 Jim Schaeffer Gregory McCord Fellowship
Pat Lightner and 

Tony Lightner
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Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring 

 Octoberôs Hymn 

of the month is Accept, 

O Lord, the Gifts we 

Bring.  This is a uniquely 

Lutheran hymn found in 

the ELCA Hymnal and 

With One Voice.  The 

reason for this may be 

that the lyricist for this 

hymn is a contemporary 

Lutheran pastor from 

Gettysburg, Pa by the 

name of Beth Bergeron 

Folkemer. She is the 

part time pastor of 

Garden of Grace Community of Churches.  She 

is an ordained supply preacher and worship 

leader for the ELCA church but also an 

accomplished musician doing vocals, playing 

guitar and mountain dulcimer.  She is also a 

personal acquaintance of our own Pastor 

Sandra.  You would be familiar with Pastor 

Bethôs writings which include Of Lands and 

Seasons, which will be used as our liturgy in 

November. Pastor Beth took the famous 

Scottish folk Tune Barbara Allen, which she 

also used in Of Lands and Seasons and 

incorporated this lovely text loosely based on 

the Psalms. 

Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place 

upon your table.  

We do not worship as we ought but only as 

weôre able. 

The vines were planted, seed were sown, 

They grew in your good pleasure.   

What once was common daily food becomes 

a holy treasure. 

Our hopes and dream, our toils and cares we 

lift in prayer before you. 

Lord, by your grace now come to us, an 

humbly we adore you. 

 

  

 The Hymn Tune, Barbara Allen is a 

traditional Scottish Ballad but was brought over 

to America and has become widely used with 

many variations.  It is the most collected song in 

the English languageò .  Recorded history 

shows this tune being sung as far back as 1666 

and perhaps further.  It has been known as 

ñThe Ballet of Barbara Allenò , ñBarbara Allenôs 

Crueltyò,ò Barbarous Ellenò, ñEdelinò, ñHard 

Hearted Barbary Ellenò, ñSad Ballet of Little 

Johnnie Greenò, ñSir John Grahamò, ñBonny 

Barbara Allanò, and ñBarbry Allenò The folk tune 

has retained its popularity with recordings made  

in the 1950 and 60s by Pete Seeger, Jean 

Richie and Joan Baez.  Bob Dylan performed it 

live and Simon and Garfunkel made a demo 

version.  More recently it has been recorded by 

classical singers including the great German 

counter-tenor, Andreas Scholl.  I highly 

recommend you listen to his recording of it.  It 

has also been used in several animated and 

live action films including Robin Hood Daffy, 

Scrooge, Tom Brownôs School Days, a Love 

Song for Bobby Long and Oscar-winning film 

The Piano. 

 So we have a wonderful text and a 

popular folk tune, what more could you possibly 

want?  This hymn was arranged by the great 

Alice Parker.  If you have ever sung in a school 

or church choir I am sure you are familiar with 

Alice Parker.  She worked alone and in 

collaboration with Robert Shaw, the director of 

the great Robert Shaw Chorale in Atlanta.  Ms. 

Parker was born in 1925 and if you are doing  

the math she is almost 92 years old and still 

working.  She went to Smith College and the 

Julliard School where she studied composition 

and conducting. Along with Robert Shaw she 

has written settings of folksongs, hymn and 

spirituals.  She has also written over five 

hundred compositions including operas, song 

cycles, cantatas individual anthems.  In addition 

(Continued on page 9) 


