
Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 

A View from the Bottom by Richard Rohr 

 Jesusô basic justice agenda was simple living, 

humility, and love of neighbor. We all have to live 

this way ourselves. From that position, God can do 

Godôs work rather easily. Unfortunately, even many 

who claim to follow Jesus have deviated from this 

path. 

 In almost all of history, the vast majority of 

people understood the ñview from the bottomò due to 

their life circumstance. Most of the people who have 

ever lived on this planet have been oppressed and 

poor. But their history was seldom written except in 

the Bible and in recent books.  

 This relatively new thing called ñthe middle 

classò gives many of us just enough comfort not to 

feel the pinch or worry about injustice for ourselves. 

Many of us in the Northern Hemisphere have a view 

from the top even though we are nowhere near the 

top. Many Americans can afford to be politically 

illiterate, rarely vote, and be terribly naive about 

money, war, and power. 

 

 Only by solidarity with other peopleôs suffering 

can comfortable people be converted. Otherwise we 

are disconnected from the crossðof the world, of 

others, of Jesus, and finally of our own necessary 

participation in the great mystery of dying and rising. 

People who are considered outsiders and at the 

bottom of societyðthe lame, poor, blind, prostitutes, 

tax collectors, ñsinnersòðare the ones who 

understand Jesusô teaching. Itôs the leaders and 

insiders (the priests, scribes, Pharisees, teachers of 

the law, and Roman officials) who crucify him. 

 Power invariably coalesces and corrupts. After 

Jesusô death and resurrection, the first Christians 

went ñunderground,ò meeting in the secrecy of the 

catacombs to avoid persecution. During this time, 

the Church was largely of the poor and for the poor, 

sharing resources equally. 

 When Constantine made Christianity the 

established religion of the Roman Empire starting in 

AD 313, the Churchôs interests also started 

becoming imperial interests: power, money, status, 

control. Once aligned with power, itôs hardðif not 

almost impossibleðto let it go. 

J u s t i c e  
While I have to be away this month, I’d like to share with 
you an article from one of my favorite theologians.  

Blessings,  Pastor Shaw  



Labyrinth  The Living 
Faith Lutheran Church (LFLC) 
Labyrinth will be available in 

the Fellowship Hall 
on Friday, July 6th , 
from 5pm to 8pm.  
Labyrinth walking is an ancient 
practice used by many for spiritual centering, 
contemplation and prayer. Entering the serpentine path 
of a labyrinth, the walker walks slowly while quieting their 
mind and focusing on a spiritual question or prayer.   
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On July 15th, 2018  

Kathryn Hildebrand  
will celebrate her  

100th Birthday!   
That is quite a milestone.  Letôs flood her mailbox with 
birthday cards.  Please send cards to 17408 Park Mill 
Road, Derwood, MD 20855.   

 

Living Faith  had a 
good attendance at the 

Strawberry Festival and I 

would like to thank everyone that helped to make it so 

successful. It is always amazing how much support I get 

and I am very grateful. We also have a new sign-up sheet 

for coffee hour for July, August and September. Any help 

in providing goodies for Sunday Morning Coffee is 

appreciated. 

Barbara Bolhoff  

A Note from the   

Director of Musicé As we 

have come to the end of another 

choral year, I wish to extend my 

appreciation to all of the singers in the 

choir who work so tirelessly 

throughout the year to share the word 

of God through music.  I also want to 

thank Bill Parsons, who joined the 

music staff officially in April but who 

was of unmeasurable help to me and 

the choir since November.  It is a joy 

to sing for the Lord and for such an 

appreciative congregation. 

ðDeborah Richardson 

JULY BIRTHDAYS   

 9 Ed Bartholme 

 15  Kathryn Hildebrand 

  James Murphy 

  Madeleine Poulin 

 17 Ralph Mayer 

 18  Paula McCord 

 20  Steve Corbin  

 27  Donald Bokelman, III 

 29  Carleen Crespo 



THE CROSSROADS PAGE 3 
MISSION & MINISTRY  

Recently during a Sunday worship 

service Tony Lightner surprised me 

beyond belief with the presentation or a 

beautiful plaque for my participation in 

the choir and playing trumpet pieces as 

part of worship here at Living Faith.  For 

me this was a very special moment for a number of 

reasons.  As you all have gotten to know church and 

especially church music is very important in our lives.  At 

times is seems like it is our calling in life, at least in our 

spiritual lives.   To say that I have enjoyed making music 

for this congregation whenever I have had the opportunity 

would be an understatement.  I feel the roles should be 

reversed and I should be thanking you for giving me the 

opportunity to share my music with you.  The choir has 

graciously allowed me to join them and develop my very 

limited singing skills and this has really been quite 

enjoyable for me even though I was scared to death the 

first few times.  They have allowed me to grow as a 

church musician.  As I said though, this plaque is 

meaningful for a number of reasons.  It not only refers to 

me as a church musician but calls me friend.  That is the 

most special part.  My very special friends is how I think of 

all of you here at Living Faith.  I want to thank you from 

the bottom of my heart for the wonderful presentation but 

even more than that, for making me feel like part of your 

church.   

ðRees Richardson 

Summer is here. 
The choir is taking time 

off.  But that doesnôt 

mean there will be no 

music.  Especially if 

you have a musical gift 

and wish to share it with the congregation.  Sing?  

Solo?  Duet?  Small group?  Musical instrument?     

We’d love to hear you  

sing or play!   

Special Meeting of 

the Congregation... 
will be held after Worship on Sunday, 

July 15, 2018.  The meeting will take 

place in the Sanctuary immediately 

following the 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Service.  The reason for the meeting is 

to discuss financing for the new air 

conditioning system for the 

Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall 

areas. As of the writing of this letter, 

the cost quoted to us by the service 

provider is $90,500.   

 Please note that in order for the 

meeting to be official, at least 25 

voting members of the congregation 

must be present.  This is your church, 

so please make an effort to attend and 

vote. 

 If you have any questions or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact Church Council President 

Tony Lightner.  

In His Service, 

Tony Lightner  
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Adult Sunday Forum:  Suspended for July.   

Class is held Sunday, at 9:15am in the 

Conference Room.   

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 10:30am in 

the Sanctuary.  Enter the building by the double-
glass doors: front or back.  The service is followed 

by Fellowship/Coffee time.  Supervised child-care 

is available for children up to 5th grade. 

Men’s Breakfast: Breakfast is held the first 

Saturday of each month at 8am at the IHOP on 

Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages are welcome!   

30-Minute Worship:  30-Minute Worship Services 

are held the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each 

month at 6:26pm in the Sanctuary.   

Lunch with the Pastor:  Is scheduled for the 3rd 

Friday of each month at 11:30am at the Village 

of Rockville Cafeteria.   

LFLC Council Meeting:  The next Council 

meeting is scheduled June 17 at  12pm in the 

Conference Room.   

Yoga Classes:   Focus is on breathing, energy, 

and gentle stretching techniques.   

ß Each Monday at 6pm   

ß Each Thursday at 12pm   

Mary Martha Circle:  suspended for Summerï 

next meeting in September.  This womenôs 

Bible study group, meets 1st Thursday of the 

month at 1:30pm in the Conference Room 
(from Sept. to June).   

Quilters:  suspended for Summer ï next 

meeting in September.  The Living Faith 

Lutheran Women (LFLW) Quilters meet the 2nd 

& 4th Thursdays of each month at 9:30am in 

the Fellowship Hall to make patchwork quilts.  

Please contact Anne-Marie Turner if you have 

any questions. 

Choir Rehearsal:  suspended for Summer.  

Meets every Wednesday, at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Lector
Communion 

Assistant
Altar Coffee Counters

Jul 1 Steve Ballard
Carole 

Sarbacher
Fellowship tbd

Jul 8 Derek Corbin Emma Witt Same Boyd

Jul 15 Charles Woodlee Jen Emerson Fellowship Ed Bartholme

Jul 22 Emma Witt Tony Lightner Garry McCord

Jul 29 Sandra Jensen Pat Lightner
Pat Lightner

Tony Lightner

Em
m

a 
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Alice Parker 
This monthôs spotlight on 

church musicians takes us 

from Europe and composers 

of the past to America and 

an icon of the present.  We 

focus this month on Alice 

Parker the great choral 

composer, arranger, 

conductor and teacher.  

Many church musicians 

have had the pleasure and 

honor of working with this 

great giant because of her 

numerous choral workshops 

and choral sings.  Now at 

the age of 92 she had cut 

back on her travel schedule 

from one trip per week to 

one trip per month, but the 

experience of her 

workshops have not diminished at all. 

Alice Parker was born on December 16. 1925 and 

says that she began learning hymn , along with 

her brother from age 2 or 3 from their mother 

singing to them.  She said they sang all the time 

and that there was never a time that she wanted 

to do anything other than music.  By her own 

admission she was not a strong singer but was a 

good sight-reader and loved singing more that 

anything.  At age five she began studying the 

piano and wrote her first composition at age eight.  

She went to her piano teacher for assistance 

putting her music down on paper but her teacher 

was unable to help except to direct her to another 

teacher who could teach her the notation of 

putting the music in her head on to paper.  She 

loved all kinds of music from the classics to big 

band and swing.  She went to Smith College for 

her undergraduate degree and upon graduation 

her parents gave her a gift of six weeks at the 

Tanglewood Music Festival where she would first 

meet her soon to be teacher and long-time 

collaborator, Robert Shaw.  Under Shawôs 

direction she sang the Mozart Requiem and 

Beethovenôs Ninth Symphony.   After negative 

interviews at Eastman School of music she gave 

up thinking of herself as a composer.  She went to 

the Julliard School of music for her graduate 

degree where she would again work with Robert 

Shaw as her teacher of choral music.  She states 

that not much was taught in the classroom but in 

long sessions with other students under Shawôs 

guidance in social settings.  During this time she 

served Shaw in writing program notes, 

researched repertoire and other odd jobs.   

After graduation, Alice taught chorus in private 

school for a short time and then was recruited by 

Shaw, who remembered all of her research skills 

in school.  He needed someone to assist him in 

arranging choral music requested by recording 

companies to complete albums of choral masters.  

The feeling was that popular music would attract 

the public to choral music and therefore sell 

albums.  During this time she was continuing 

studies with Julius Hereford, one of her professors 

at Julliard.   She assisted Hereford in his teaching 

in San  Diego where she married Thomas Pyle, a 

baritone with the Robert Shaw Chorale.  In the 

next 7 İ years they would have 5 children and 

her primary focus during this time was 

motherhood.  She sang to her babies incessantly 

and noticed that even before they could 

reproduce any musical sound they responded to 

certain pieces of music with excitement and 

seemed to recognize tunes they had heard 

before.  She considered this exposure to singing, 

ñfeeding their earsò.  When her husband was 

home, he would watch the children and she would 

take full advantage of this time to write.  She also 

gave private piano lessons and taught 

musicianship and worked with the music in the 

Sunday School at Riverside Church.  If that name 

looks familiar it is probably because that was the 

church were Vigil Fox had been music director.   

 

Her collaboration with Robert Shaw was one of 

master/ student.  She would research folk 

melodies  and would write basic outlines of the 

arrangement.  At this point Shaw would go over 

the music carefully and change the slightest 

detain to bring out the text and other details to 

(Continued on page 7) 
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insure that the 

arrangement would be 

faithful to the human voice.  

Over time, Shaw allowed 

Parker to do more and 

more unsupervised until 

she began arranging the 

music on her own and he 

would review it with a simple x to show her 

where changes needed to be made.  This 

collaboration lasted for 20 years and though they 

will never be considered great masterworks, 

they remain a staple in many church, school, 

community and professional  choral ensembles .  

This music was accessible to all levels of choirs 

due to simple melodic lines, limited vocal ranges 

and phrases of a length to work with the breath 

control of the untrained singer. Above all the 

texts are always clearly understandable.   

Alice Parker has been commissioned to 

compose by such groups as the Vancouver 

Chamber Chorus, the Atlanta Symphony Chorus 

and Chanticleer.  One of her great honors was 

being asked to write a memorial contribution for 

Martin Luther King just after his assassination.  

She based this work on his speeches and 

entitled this six movement work, ñA Sermon 

From the Mountainò.  Her list of published 

compositions include over five hundred titles, 

ranging from operas , song cycles, cantatas and 

choral suites as well as many individual 

anthems.  She has been commissioned by 

hundred on community, school and church 

choruses and she has been published by a 

dozen publishing companies.  She collaborated 

on more than 223 works with Robert Shaw. 

She was widowed in 1976, leaving her to raise 

the five children on her own.    At this time she 

moved to western Massachusetts and stared 

Melodious Accord,  an organization focused on 

the promotion of choral music.  The ensemble 

was made up of sixteen professional singers and 

have released fourteen albums over two 

decades.  This foundation also sponsors 

workshops and Parkerôs 

personal appearances as 

well as publishing an e-

newsletter.   Over the 

years she has also 

published several books 

including ñThe Anatomy of 

Melodyò, ñThe Answering 

Voiceò and ñ The 

Melodious Accord 

Hymnal.ò 

She has received numerous awards throughout 

her long career including six honorary 

doctorates, the Robert Shaw Award from the 

American Choral Directors Association, the 

Harvard Glee Club Foundation Medal and was 

named Distinguished Composer of the Year in 

2015 by the American Guild of Organist and is a 

Fellow of the hymn Society of the United States 

and Canada.  On her 90th birthday, choral 

groups from all over the world uploaded 

performances of her works on YouTube.  She 

was on the cover of Time magazine in 1947. 

Alice Parker continues her quest to share the 

singing voice with the world in her teaching and 

choral sing-alongs. She believe that ñ music 

unites us in a way that nothing else can.ò  She 

has united us for over 70 years with her 

beautifully simplistic settings of spirituals and 

folk-tunes that take us back to our childhood and 

ñfeeds our ears.ò 

ðDeborah Richardson 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Power at its best is love  

 implementing the demands of justice.  

Justice at its best is love  

 correcting everything that stands  

 against love. 

ðMartin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Grace is when  

God gives us what we donôt deserve and 

Mercy is when  

God doesn't give us what we do deserve. 

ðDan Roberts 


