
Living Faith Lutheran Church: We are a living presence of God, celebrating as an extended family.  We are committed to 
sharing our faith through joyful worship and Sacrament.  We provide opportunities for growth by  offering ministries that 
meet the needs  of our members and community. 

“...34I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. “ John 13:34 

 On Maundy Thursday, we heard the 

mandate from Jesus that we 

are to love one another as He 

loves us. These words were 

spoken right after Jesus 

washed the feet of the 

disciples…including the feet of 

Judas.  

 It is such a short commandment. It isn’t hard 

to remember or to quote it. So, it feels as if it should 

be an easy directive to follow. Right?  

 We know that it is not easy at all to love 

others and there are times when we aren’t sure just 

what love looks like in a situation.  Showing love can 

consist of a large act of caring such as the donation 

of an organ for someone needing a transplant or it 

can be a simple caring gesture. In our lives we 

usually have more opportunities for the simple 

gestures.  

 On the night of Maundy Thursday, I shared 

my remembrances of a woman in the congregation 

where I grew up. I cannot remember her name, but I 

clearly remember my parents talking about her with 

great admiration. It was the first time I learned of the 

concept of using one’s spiritual gifts.  

 This lady had been a hairdresser. She 

owned a beauty salon before retiring and selling her 

business. In her retirement, she purchased the 

equipment needed to wash someone’s hair if they 

are in the hospital. Whenever she learned of a 

hospitalization she would show up with her 

equipment and wash and style their hair if they 

wanted it done.  

 When I had my tonsils removed while in 

elementary school this lady came to the hospital 

and washed my hair for me. I had never been to a 

beauty salon and I remember how special she made 

me feel.  I felt loved by her and my church family. It 

left a huge impression on my seven-year-old self.  

And all of these years later it still has left its mark on 

me.  It may be the most important experience of the 

beauty of a congregation of believers that I ever 

experienced. It impacted my dedication to nurturing, 

healthy, loving congregations.  

 I cannot think of Jesus washing the feet of 

the disciples without remembering her.  

 Easter Day is behind us. We have traveled 

through another season of Lent. However, the 

lessons we learned during Lent can and should 

travel with us through the season of Easter and 

beyond. Each of us has unique God-given talents. 

The commandment to love one another depends on 

us using our gifts to show love to others.  

 As we seek to 

live up to our name 

and live out our faith, I 

hope we can show 

love to others as Jesus 

has commanded us to 

do.  

Blessings During This 
Easter Season, 

—Pastor Shaw 

Love and Spi r i tual  Gi f ts  
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I would like to thank everyone that provided 
goodies for our coffee hour on Sunday 
morning. We have a new sign up sheet up 
for coffee hour for April, May and June, 
please sign up. You have been a big help and 
I appreciate it very much. 

—Barbara Bolhoff 

Earth Day  
at LFLC 

On Sunday, April 22nd, 

we will host Rev. Dr. 

Michael Kuchinsky as a 

guest preacher and 

conversant following the 

service during the 

fellowship hour.  Pastor Kuchinsky will be 

sharing information about the Global 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) on 

this Earth Day Sunday.    

 Pastor Kuchinsky works 

together around the synod with the 

Rev. Dr. Richard Hoehn providing 

curriculum and training about the 

“SDGs” and their potential for 

congregational mission and 

spirituality, and following a Synod 

Assembly Resolution (2016) to bring 

the Goals to the attention of faith 

communities.  We know Pastor 

Kuchinsky from days before his academic 

career as a political scientist, but as an interim 

pastor.  We look forward to his message and 

hope to see you on that “Good Shepherd 

Sunday.”   

To the person who left 
a Jar of Honey on my 
desk. Thank you!  
That was “sweet.” 

Annette Morgan 

Thank you to everyone for their 
prayers and cards during our 
time in the hospital and recovery 
at home.  We really appreciate 
your concern for us. 

—Marty & Grace Grimes 

Did you notice the 
plants and flowers 
around the outside 
of the church, 
recently?  Thank 
you to Pat, Tony , 
and Jeff Lightner for 
their wonderful 
landscaping of the 
church grounds.     
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

 7 Grace Grimes 

 9 Martha Wagner 

 10 Peggy Miles 

 11 Barbara Bolhoff 

 12 Lil Kneessi 

 14 Sally Tomkinson 

 19 Debbie Turner 

 23 Jean Jackson 

 23 Matthew Lidell 

New Connections 
 In the coming months our Outreach 
and Retention Team will be launching a new 
website. The team continues to come up with 
creative ideas.  

 On Saturday, March 31st, the team 
hosted an Easter Egg Hunt for neighborhood 
children.  More than 100 children attended 
and each parent received a packet of 
information about our church. 

 These ideas need your prayers most 
importantly. However, they also require 
funding. You can help our Outreach to our 
neighbors by donating to the New 
Connections Fund. Just label your donation 
as "New Connections" on your offering 
envelope.  Ten percent of your contribution 
will go to the ELCA fund for starting new 
churches. The rest stays in the congregation 
as we seek to meet new people and welcome 
them into our worshiping community.  If you 
have any questions, please don't hesitate to 
ask me.  

Blessings—Pastor Shaw 

Donate Your Used  

Bike(s) and Bike Parts 
 ...to a good 
cause!  Bikes for 
the World is a 
local non-profit 
organization that 
collects bikes 
and ships them 

overseas to people-in-need. A collection 
event is happening:  Saturday, May 12th, 1-
4pm at Living Faith on the grassy area 
between Fellowship Hall and Broadwood 
Drive.  Kids and adult bikes in working 
condition are needed.   For more 
information, contact  

 Mike Lidell at  

 Email: lidell@hotmail.com or  

 Phone 301-230-2289 

 Bikes for the World at  

 Web: BikesfortheWorld.org;  

 Phone: 7703-740-7856 or 

 Email: office@bikesfortheworld.org 

A $10 per bike donation is suggested to 
defray a share of the cost of shipping to 
overseas charity partners, which recondition 
the bicycles and distribute them to people 
who need them to get to work, school, and 
health services. 

Mark Your Calendars  

Saturday, June 9th! 
Come for a concert and stay for dinner! 

CONCERT:  The Montgomery  County Chamber 

Music Society (MCCMS) is having a 

concert at 3pm in the Sanctuary. 

DINNER:  After the concert, step outside 

for the Strawberry Festival (date 

changed to June 9th) is from 5-7pm. 

mailto:lidell@hotmail.com
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Adult Sunday Forum:  Class is held Sunday, at 
9:15am in the Schmidt Room or Conference 
Room.  We are beginning a study of the book 
of Acts. 

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 10:30am in 
the Sanctuary.  Enter the building by the double-
glass doors: front or back.  The service is followed 
by Fellowship/Coffee time.  Supervised child-care 
is available for children up to 5th grade. 

Men’s Breakfast: Breakfast is held the first 
Saturday of each month at 8am at the IHOP on 
Rockville Pike.  Men of all ages are welcome!   

30-Minute Worship:  30-Minute Worship Services 
are held the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month 
at 6:26pm in the Sanctuary.   

Lunch with the Pastor:  Is scheduled for the 3rd 
Friday of each month at 11:30am at the Village 
of Rockville Cafeteria.   

Mary Martha Circle:  This women’s Bible study 
group, meets 1st Thursday of the month at 
1:30pm in the Conference Room.   

Quilters:  The Living Faith Lutheran Women 
(LFLW) Quilters meet the 2nd & 4th Thursdays 
of each month at 9:30am in the Fellowship 
Hall to make patchwork quilts.  Please contact 
Anne-Marie Turner if you have any questions. 

Choir Rehearsal:  Meets every Wednesday, at 
7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

LFLC Council Meeting:  The next Council 
meeting is scheduled April 15 at  12pm in the 
Conference Room.  Council Retreat is on 
Saturday, April 21st, 1-4pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

Yoga Classes:   Focus is on breathing, energy, 
and gentle stretching techniques.   

 Each Monday at 6pm   

 Each Thursday at 12pm   

 Yoga is Canceled Mon., April 23; and 
Thurs., April 26. 

Lector
Communion 

Assistant
Altar Coffee Flowers

Apr 8
Charles 

Woodlee
Jeff Griffin Fellowship Sandy Jensen

Apr 15 Emma Witt Tony Lightner Fellowship tbd

Apr 22 Jeff Lightner Steve Corbin Fellowship tbd

Apr 29 Steve Ballard Kathy Deppe Pastor Shaw tbd

B
ar

ba
ra

 B
ol
ho

ff
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Johann Sebastian Bach 

is one of the greatest classical 
composers of all time and 
probably my personal favorite.  I 
find that when the world seems 
to be falling apart, I listen to 
Bach and feel as though 
everything will fit together as 
well as his music.  He wrote 
music for all occasions of the 
time but his greatest 
contribution was in the area of 
church music.  So great was his 
influence that he was often 
referred to as the Fifth 
Evangelist.   It was said that 
Martin Luther clarified the faith 
and Bach set it to music. 

 Bach was born in 
Eisenach on March 21, 1685.  
He was the youngest of eight 

children and his father taught him violin and 
music theory.  His father was the director of town 
musicians of Anhalt-Kother.  At age ten, Bach 
was orphaned and went to live with his older 
brother for 5 years.  He received his music 
development in Luneburg at St. Michael's .  
While there he had the opportunity to play the 
organ at St. John's church. In 1703 he started 
working at the New Church in Arnstadt with a 
fine new organ. This followed a seven month 
tenure in the Court of Weimar where he 
expanded his organ repertoire.  In 1714 he 
became the choir master at the court where he 
performed a cantata once per month.   These 
included one  for Palm Sunday,  one for 
Pentecost and one for Jubilant Sunday.  Jubilant 
Sunday is the 3rd Sunday after Easter in the 
Catholic church and called so because in the 
catholic church the first line of the introit for that 
day is Jubilate Deo which means “shout with joy 
to God, (all the earth)” from Psalm 66.  In the 
Lutheran church this Sunday is named the fourth 
Sunday of Easter.  Bach wrote a total of 3 church 
cantatas for this occasion based on the epistle 
reading from 1 Peter 2:11-20 “Submit yourself to 
every ordinance of man” and the gospel reading 
from John 16:16-21, the announcement of the 
second coming.  

 In 1723, he became the Cantor at St. 
Thomas Church in Leipzig.  While there he 

started writing the beginning of what would 
become over four hundred cantatas, Latin church 
music, passions, oratorios and motets.  He 
adapted Lutheran hymns into four-part chorales.   

  Bach married his first wife, Maria 
Barbara ,who was his second cousin, in 1707, 
the same year that he wrote his early version of 
Christ lag in Todes  Banden (the Easter Cantata 
“Christ lay in death's dark prison.”  They were 
given a house near the ducal court and during 
these years they had 4 children including 
Wilhelm Friedemann, Carl Philipp Emanuel both 
of whom went on to be composers and son 
Johann Gottfried Bernard who was a talented 
organist.  They had 3 more children who did not 
survive past their first birthday. In 1720 Maria 
Barbara died.  A year later, Bach met Anna 
Magdalena Wilche, a soprano who was 16 years 
younger than Sebastian.  They had 13 children 
together but only 6 lived into adulthood including 
Gottfried Heinrich, Johann Christoph Friedrich 
and Johann Christian, who is often referred to as 
the London Bach.  Anna Magdalena was of great 
help to her husband in copying out the 
handwritten scores that were needed to provide 
to the singer for the weekly cantatas that Bach 
would write. 

 Bach wrote five  annual cycles of 
cantatas based on the Gospel passages for each 
Sunday and for the feast days of the Lutheran 
year.  He wrote about 300 total cantatas but over 
100 have been lost over time.    

 In 1717, Bach was hired by Prince 
Leopold,  to be his Kapellmeister or director of 
music.  Since Leopold was a musician himself, 
he appreciated the talent of Bach and gave him a 
great deal of liberty to compose and perform as 
he thought appropriate.   This was not always the 
case with other employers for Bach, who often 
found himself in disputes with them, usually over 
money.   

 In 1723, Bach was appointed 
Thomaskanter (cantor at the Thomas Church in 
Leipzig). As such he provided music for four 
churches.  This was “the leading cantorate in 
Protestant Germany” and a position he held for 
twenty-seven years until his death.  Bach, for all 
his greatness, was not the first choice for this 

(Continued on page 7) 



BLAST 

OFF FOR 

BOOKS  
LFLC Youth and chaperones are 

busy planning their trip to Houston 

June 27 to July 1.  The 2018 ELCA 

Youth Gathering Houston Literacy 

Campaign is asking the youth to 

collect books for students of Houston 

in Pre-K through 6th grade.  A list of 

the books requested is on a flyer 

in the Narthex—take a copy with 

you and copies for friends and 

neighbors.  Please provide only 

the books listed and the books 

should be new or gently used. 

A box for collecting the books you 

bring is in the Narthex.  Stack up 

those books until June 17th.  
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position but received the offer after Georg Philipp 
Telemann turned it down to go to Hamburg.    In 
this position Bach was to teach the student of 
Thomasschule in singing and provide church 
music for the main churches in Leipzig.  He was 
also required to teach Latin but he took advantage 
of the opportunity to hire “prefects” a kind of 
teaching assistant.  A cantata was required for the 
church services on Sundays and additional church 
holidays during the liturgical year keeping Bach 
very busy with his writing duties.  Most of his 
cantatas were composed in the first three years of 
his employment  as Thomaskanter. 

 Bach's most famous church works include 
his great Mass in B minor, St. Matthew and St. 
John Passions, Christmas Oratorio and his 
Magnificats in D and E-flat.  In his B minor Mass 
he used a repeated musical theme three times, 
symbolizing the Trinity. Musical symbolism was 
very important to him as he also taught Luther's 
small catechism as well as his musical instruction. 

 Bach's music was less popular during the 
18th century but received new attention in the 19th  
century with new performances of his Magnificat, 
the Kyrie-Gloria Mass in A major and cantata 80 
“Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott”  (A Mighty Fortress 
is our God).  In 1818, Hans Georg Nageli called 
the Mass in B minor the greatest composition 
ever.  He received a great nod from Felix 
Mendelssohn who, at the age of 13, wrote his first 
Magnificat setting which was inspired by the D 
major version of Bach's Magnificat.  He later 
revived Bach's St. Matthew Passion which started 
a Bach revival.  Gounod's great Ave Maria was 
based on Bach's Prelude #1 in C Major from the 
Well-Tempered Clavier. 

 In the 20th century, we saw a new revival 
of Bach's music with commercialized version from 
the jazzy singing of the Swingle Singers to Walt 
Disney introducing his great hit Fantasia with 
Bach orchestrations. The Beatles wrote their 
music following Bach harmonies.  There was the 
“Switched-on Bach” recordings.  For those of us in 
the church, I hope we never stop switching on 
Bach and his powerful and meaningful music. 

—Deborah Richardson 

(Continued from page 6) 

 This Little Piggy Went...  
Around the World 

We have once again shown that we are 
Living Our Faith by helping people-in-need 
around the world.  Our Lenten Service 
Project collected enough 
funds to purchase…  

37 & 1/3 Pigs! 
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If I can do some good today, 

If I can serve along life’s way, 

If I can something helpful say, 

Lord, show me how. 

If I can right a human wrong, 

If I can help to make one strong, 

If I can share with smile or song, 

Lord show me how. 

If I can aid one in distress, 

If I can make a burden less, 

If I can spread more happiness, 

Lord, show me how. 

—Greenville Kleiser 


